
 

 

 

GAVO Volunteer Achievement Awards Guidelines 2019 
 

GAVO in conjunction with our partners, are looking for individuals, groups and companies to be honoured at the 
annual Volunteer Achievement Awards in September/October.  
 
The search is on to recognise those who give up their time, energy and skills to help others in the community. 
They may be volunteering within a local charity, supporting a statutory organisation or helping others informally 
in their community or neighbourhood.  
 
So, if you know of someone who makes a difference and deserves a big ‘Thank You’ then please take a few 
minutes of your time to put his or her name forward by completing a Nomination Form.  
 
Winners and highly commended nominees, along with their guests, will be invited to an awards ceremony in 
September/October. (This will be an invite only event) All other nominees will receive a Certificate of 
Appreciation.  
 

Nomination Categories 
  
Adult Volunteer  
Recognising an individual volunteer (26 years of age or above) for their contribution to, & impact on, the well-
being of their community  
 

Environmental Volunteer  
Recognising an individual or group that has contributed to improving the environment  
 

Good Neighbour (Newport area only) 
Recognising and honouring those in the community who go the extra mile to help others, someone who shows 
kindness and consideration. 
 

Grass Roots Hero Mayor’s Civic Award (Caerphilly area only) 
Individual who has gone that extra mile to do something positive for others. This does not necessarily need to be 
someone acting in a voluntary capacity. 
 

Group  
Recognising a group of volunteers, for their contribution to, and impact on, the well-being of their community 
 

Parent Volunteer of the Year (Caerphilly area only)  
In memory of Janet Evans of the Parent Network.  
 

Personal Journey  
Recognising an individual who has overcome barriers and developed themselves personally, through their 
volunteering  

 
Trustee Volunteer  
Recognising the commitment, hard work and dedication of a trustee or committee member  
 

Young Volunteer  
Recognising an individual volunteer (25 years of age or under) for their contribution to, & impact on, the well-
being of their community  

 



 

 

 

 

The Importance of Supporting Information  
We need to know exactly why you think the person or group you have nominated deserves the recognition. 
Please put as much information in your nomination as possible. It’s not about how many nominations a volunteer 
gets, It’s about the quality of the individual nomination.  

 
Your nominations are made totally anonymous and the external, independent judging panel members are highly 
unlikely to know the person (nominee), so you’ll need to clearly explain what they do and the difference they 
make. The best nominations are the most heartfelt, and clearly demonstrate what impact the volunteer has 
made.  
You will be surprised by the number of nomination forms that we get that simply say “I’m nominating Mrs X in the 
Inspirational Volunteer Category because she is a really nice person and she helped my family at lot”  
 

Supporting information should include –  
How do you know the nominated person/group? Describe the voluntary activity carried out by the 
individual/group? How does the community benefit? Why do you think the person/group stands out?  
 

Details of the groups/projects the nominee has worked with -  
Example ‘Linda has been a volunteer with X for over 10 years. During that time, she has… OR ‘Evan has been on 
the partnership board of the X since 1990 and also raises money for Y…” OR ‘Dan was a volunteer project 
manager when we rebuilt the community park last year. He…’  
 

Give examples of how they make a difference to individuals and/or the community  
i.e. ‘He’s always there to lend a hand with the Food Co-op…’ Or ‘She has helped our family to get back on our feet 
after our daughter’s illness by...’  
 

Nomination Rules  
1. Nominations must be received by Friday 19th July 2019 (Early returns appreciated)  
2. The individual/group must reside, or carry out their voluntary activity within the GAVO footprint 

(Caerphilly     Blaenau Gwent, Newport, Monmouthshire) 
3. Individuals/groups cannot nominate themselves or be nominated by a family member  
4. If an individual/group has received an award in the previous year, he/she/they cannot be nominated in 

the following year for the same category  

5. If submitting additional supporting information, only one A4 page (one sided) will be accepted 
6. Nominators are asked to ensure they have the nominee’s prior permission before submitting the 

nomination form 
7. The Independent Judging Panel’s decision is final 

Declaration 
By submitting a Nomination Form, you confirm that the information given is correct to the best of your 
knowledge and this nomination has been submitted with the permission of the nominee. GAVO is a registered 
data controller with the Information Commissioner’s Office. Under the regulations of the Data Protection Act 
(1998) we take privacy seriously and will only use the information supplied in this form to administer the Award’s 
events.  

 

 

 

 

GAVO Ty Derwen, Church Road, Newport, NP19 7EJ Tel: 01633 241566 volunteering@gavo.org.uk 


